
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Brief Country Guide – April 2016  
Kingdom of Thailand 

 
Introduction 
In order to adopt a child from Thailand, prospective adoptive parents (PAPs) who are 
habitually resident within the UK must comply with the laws of both the UK and Thailand.  
 
UK Law 
Under the Adoption and Children Act 2002 any person who is habitually resident in the UK 
must: 

 
• Be assessed by a registered adoption agency which can be a local authority (LA) or 

independent adoption agency (IAA) and approved as suitable to adopt 
• Receive from the Department for Education a Certificate of Eligibility confirming 

that: 
o They have been assessed and approved in accordance with Adoption 

Agencies Regulations 2005 
o If an adoption order is granted in the overseas country, subject to the 

immigration requirements, the child will be allowed to enter and remain in 
the UK 

 
Eligibility for adoption in the UK 
In order to adopt from an overseas country such as Thailand, prospective adopters must: 
 

• Be over 21 years of age 
• Hold a UK passport or be settled in the UK i.e. have indefinite leave to remain or 

permanent residency 
• Not have been found guilty of or cautioned for a prescribed offence 

 
In addition, as prospective adoptive parents will need to make an adoption application to 
the UK court, they must also be: 
 

• Domiciled (if a couple, one must be domiciled) or 
• Have been habitually resident in the UK for a minimum of one year prior to the 

application to court being made (if a couple, both must have been habitually 
resident).  
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Habitual residence and domicile are legal concepts whose interpretations are subject to 
case law and hence it is impossible to provide a definitive checklist. Prospective adopters 
who are not clear about their status with regard to either domicile or habitual residence, 
should seek legal advice at an early stage of the intercountry adoption process. 
 
The ‘Guide to Intercountry Adoption’ provides further information about habitual residence 
and the different types of adoption into the UK including Hague Convention adoptions. See 
‘Further sources of information’ at the end of this Guide.   
 
The status of Thailand 
 
Thailand has ratified the 1993 Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in 
Respect of Intercountry Adoption (“the Hague Convention”) and adoptions are therefore 
processed and certified in accordance with the Hague Convention.  
 
From the 3rd January 2014, the new designated list has included only those countries that 
have ratified or acceded to the Hague Convention and where the Convention has also 
‘entered into force’ in those States. The January 2014 designated list will therefore include 
Thailand. 
 
The Thai Authorities have traditionally placed children with prospective adopters returning 
to the UK on an Interim Hague Convention Order. The Order is finalized in Thailand after 
the successful completion of prescribed post placement reports by the LA/IAA undertaking 
the visits.  
 
Adoption law in Thailand 
 
The Child Adoption Act 1979 of Thailand governs Intercountry adoptions and Hague.  
 
Thai Adoption Authority 
 
The Central Authority is the Child Adoption Centre, Bureau of Anti-Trafficking in Women 
and Children, Department of Social Development and Welfare (DSDW)  
 
The Central Authority has set a quota whereby it processes a small number of applications 
from the UK each year. The quota for 2015 is 2 applications.  
 
Thai adoption Authority  
 
Child Adoption Center (CAC) Department of Social Development and Welfare (DSDW)   
255 Rajvithi Road 
Bangkok 10400,  
Thailand 
 
Tel:  (66-2) 354-7500 ext. 412-419 
 
Email:  adoption@loxinfo.co.th 
 
In addition, four non-governmental organizations are licensed to work with DSDW's Child 
Adoption Center in cases where a child is to be placed abroad:  
 

         
© Intercountry Adoption Centre  IAL11     Page 2 of 7 
 

http://www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=conventions.text&cid=69
http://www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=conventions.text&cid=69
mailto:adoption@loxinfo.co.th


 
 
Friends for All Children 
104/8 Soi Ronnachai 2,  
Setsiri Road Bangkok 10400,  
Thailand 
Tel:  (66-2) 279-1059 
Fax:  (66-2) 617-1995 
E-mail:  ffac_thailand@hotmail.com 
 
Holt Sahathai Foundation 
850/33 Soi Sukhumvit 71                    
Mailing Address 
Sukhumvit Road,  
Wattana                  
P.O. Box Nana Nua  
1478  B angkok 10110,  
Thailand                    
Bangkok 10110, Thailand 
Tel:  (66-2) 381-8834-6 
Fax:  (66-2) 381-8837 
E-mail:  sahathai@asiaaccess.net.th 
 
Thai Red Cross Foundation 
Vajiralongkorn Building 
King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital 
Henri Dunant Road,  
Pathumwan 
Bangkok 10330,  
Thailand 
Tel:  (66-2) 256-4178, (66-2) 256-4207 ext. 201 
Fax:  (66-2) 256-4277 
E-mail:  trcch@redcross.or.th 
Internet:  redcross.or.th/trcch 
 
The Pattaya Orphanage 
P.O. Box 300 Pattaya Post Office,  
Pattaya City Chonburi 20260,  
Thailand 
Tel:  (66-38) 423-468, (66-38) 416-426 
Fax:  (66-38) 416-425, (66-38) 716-204 
Internet:  thepattayaorphanage.org 
 
Eligibility criteria for Thailand 
 
The following eligibility criteria apply for any prospective adoptive parent seeking to adopt 
a child from Thailand 
 
Age considerations: 
Prospective adoptive parents should:  

• Be at least 25 years of age and be at least fifteen years older than the child to be 
adopted. 
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• There is no legal upper age limit for prospective adoptive parents. However, 
applications from those over 45 years of age are presented to the Adoption Board in 
Thailand for approval before a match is proposed. Couples over the age of 50 will 
be matched with children over the age of two years. This should be considered as a 
general guide and, exceptionally, children younger than two have been matched 
with older prospective adoptive parents. 

 
Marital Status: 

• If married the prospective adoptive parents must be married for at least three years.  
• The Thai authorities are seeking to establish that prospective adoptive parents can 

provide a secure and stable home for the child.  Where one of a couple has been 
divorced more than once, the Adoption Board would be asked to rule on the 
prospective adoptive parents’ suitability before the couple would be placed on the 
waiting list. 

• Applications from single prospective adoptive parents are presented to the Board 
for approval before a match is proposed and they can apply to adopt a special 
needs child only. 

• Adoption applications are not accepted from same sex couples by the Thai 
Authorities.  

 
Children of prospective adoptive parents: 
The Thai authorities will consider applications from families with children (whether by birth 
or adoption). Such applications may be placed before the Board for approval prior to being 
placed on the waiting list. Couples with three or more children will be considered to adopt 
only older or special needs children.  
 
Post placement reports:  
The LA or IAA are required by the Thai Authorities to complete three bi-monthly post 
placement reports on return to the UK and forward these to the Thai Embassy.  
 
On return to the UK  
A child placed from Thailand will be entrusted to the prospective adopters under an Interim 
Hague order made in Thailand.  In Brief:  
 

• The local authority adoption team or independent adoption agency must be notified 
in writing within 14 days of their return to the UK of their intention to adopt the child. 

• The LA or IAA have a duty to arrange for a social worker to visit within seven days 
of the prospective adopter’s notification. 

• Further visits will be made not less than 6 weeks in the first year and not less than 2 
months in the second and subsequent years until the full Convention Order is 
granted.  

• The status of the child during the above process is that of a ‘privately fostered’ child.  
• Whether or not the prospective adopters have parental responsibility before the 

making of the full adoption order will depend on the terms of the individual order. 
• The Child Adoption Centre (CAC) in Thailand will notify the prospective adopters 

once it has given its approval for the final adoption.  
• The Convention Adoption Order will be finalised under Thai law in Thailand 

following the successful completion of the prescribed reports by the LA or IAA.  
• The prospective adopters will be required to complete the registration of adoption at 

the Royal Thai Embassy within six months of the notification from the Child 
Adoption Centre.   
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Other sources of information 
 

Royal Thai Embassy  
 
29-30 Queen’s Gate  
London 
SW7 5JB 
Tel: (+44) 20 7589 2944  
Fax: (+44) 20 7823 9695 and (+44) 20 7823 7492 

csinfo@thaiembassyuk.org.uk 

http://www.thaiembassyuk.org.uk 

British Embassy in Bangkok Thailand – Consular Section  

14 Wireless Road 
Lumpini 
Pathumwan 
Bangkok10330 
Thailand 

Email ConsularEnquiriesBangkok@fco.gov.uk 

Telephone +66 (0) 2 305 8333  

Fax +66 (0) 2 255 6051 

Further information  
 
Guide to Intercountry Adoption - UK  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-how-adopted-children-can-
become-british/intercountry-adoption-and-british-citizenship 
 
UK Government website; the Department for Education  
https://www.gov.uk/child-adoption/adopting-a-child-from-overseas 
 
A full list of countries that are signatories to the Hague Convention and who have entered 
into force (EIF) are listed on:  
http://www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=conventions.status&cid=69 
 
The new The Adoption (Recognition of Overseas Adoptions) Order 2013 can be 
read/downloaded at the following: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/1801/made 
 
Re: Adoption Leave – UK  
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https://www.gov.uk/adoption-pay-leave 
 
UK Border and Visa information website;  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-set07 
 
For the latest travel advice  
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/thailand 
 
For full information regarding IAC Services 

 
Visit IAC - The Centre for Adoption www.icacentre.org.uk  
 
IAC - Advice Line (please see the website for up to date information re: opening hours  
General Public - Tel: 020 8447 4753.  
 
The advice line is managed by advisors who are qualified and experienced social workers 
on a rotational basis.  
 
Further information available regarding;  
 

• Specialist adoption and immigration lawyers  
• ‘Adopter Links’ – experienced adopters who have adopted a range of countries 
• Family Support groups  
• IAC’s Information Sessions 
• IAC’s Assessment Service, Special Country Programs, preparation groups and post 

approval workshop (where applicable)  
 
Subscribing Organisations  
Please note that there is a priority number for subscribing authorities. Subscribers can 
access these contact details via Grace Rogers, Administrator - Subscriber Services on 020 
8449 2562  
 
Adoption of a child in England  
If you would like to find out more about adoption in England please contact the local 
authority where you reside and/or the information line of First4Adoption. This is a ‘new 
dedicated information service for people interested in adopting a child in England’. 
 
The information line is open 10am – 6pm, Monday – Friday on 0300 222 0022 to answer 
all your adoption questions.  
 
Information is also available by visiting http://www.first4adoption.org.uk 
 
DISCLAIMER:  Whilst IAC - The Centre for Adoption believes this information is accurate 
at the time of publishing it is for the reader’s general information only. IAC cannot 
guarantee that it will be found to be comprehensive or accurate in every detail. Please 
seek further clarification if required.   
 
Published April 2016 © IAC – The Centre for Adoption 
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